
About the Book: A New Englander by birth 
and temperament, the author warily accepts 
an interim ministry position in Las Vegas, 
NV. and moves to the Mojave Desert, Be-
cause her inner life is grounded in the natu-
ral world, she must quickly acquire a taste 
for this place of little rain, strange flora and 
fauna, and serious heat.  Quite unexpectedly, 
she bonds so completely that she returns sev-
eral years later to go deeper into this land’s 
unique wisdom. This book reflects on the 
desert’s message for us all.

1. Do you have a natural inner landscape that keeps you grounded and 
what happens when you move outside your comfort zone?
(Something Missing, p. 1;  Promised Land, p. 3;  Silence, p. 5; Acquir-
ing a Taste, p. 7;  Graced Moment, p. 99)

2. Does bringing ‘fresh eyes’ to a new place invite you to open to new 
information, insights, and ideas, or evoke a shutting out, through 
comparison and contrast and critique, of anything that is unfamiliar 
and thus uncomfortable?
(Windy, p.31;  Look!, p. 33;  Wild Horses and Burros, p. 35;  Tablet of 
Stone, p. 41; Children’s Discovery Trail, p. 49)

3. The desert can be read as an exposed record of deep time. How 
and where are you able to touch in with the past, and what does that 
perspective bring to your life in the present?
(The Measure of Things, p.25;  Chewing Sand, p. 27; The Great Un-
conformity, p. 83;  Keystone Thrust, p. 85;  Red Spring Enchantment, 
p. 95)

4. Without the ‘obstruction’ of trees, the desert reveals the wonder of 
the wide sky, a mystery that becomes magical yet raises as many ques-
tions as answers for the author.  And you?
(The Truth of Light, p.17;  Lunar Eclipse, p. 19;  From Angels to Astro-
nauts, p. 23;  Meteor Shower Meet-up, p. 55; Goddess Temple, p. 65)

5. The desert’s fragility calls attention to ecological imperatives,  ‘un-
intended consequences’ for the author.  What demands do your spe-
cial landscape make of you? How do you fulfill them?
(Water, Water.., p.11; Reality Check, p 13;  Weather or Not,   p. 15; 
Oasis of Sensibility, p. 47;  Tortoise Nephew, p. 51)

6. What is the ‘down side’ of coming to care so deeply about a particu-
lar place? What have you done with your own reaction?
(Sav(or)ing Red Rock, p. 57;  Marine Fossils and Wildflowers,    p. 
61;  Wasteland or Wilderness, p. 63;  Shoshone Sunrise, p.67; Paiute 
Powwow, p. 75)

7)Finally: was it all worth it? What would the author say?  What do 
you say?
(A Desert Is Where, p. 97)
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