
About the book: My Father’s Gardens is the story 
of a young girl who comes of age in two languages, 
and on two shores, between warring parents and 
rules that change depending on the landscape 
and the proximity of her mother. Struggling to 
find her voice and her place in the world as a re-
sult of her frequent travels between her native 
Israel and the United States, she feels that she 
must choose a place to call home. As her scen-
ery alternates between warm Mediterranean and 
snow capped mountains, loud-mouthed Israelis 
and polite Americans, so do her loyalties: Is she 
more Israeli or American? How will she know 
when she has arrived? And while she chooses she 
is slowly transplanting bits of her father’s gar-
dens on foreign soil.

1. My Father’s Gardens could be categorized as a coming-of-age story. 
Is this process of coming-of-age made more complicated by the 
two worlds in which it takes place?

2. One of the prevalent themes in the book is divided loyalties. 
How is this division affected by Karen’s military service?

3.  The transplanting of gardens is both metaphorical as well as lit-
eral. What is its symbolic significance?

4. To a certain extent this book is a quest, a search for belonging 
and home. Is this quest successfully resolved?

5. In what ways do the differences between Israel and the United 
States make the transition between one country and another more 
difficult?

6. The author considers her collection of words a treasure, saying, 
“The more words I collect, the stronger my voice becomes, an ar-
senal of sorts...” (82). Why is language of such importance to the 
author?

7.  Why does being moved from Israel to America cause the author 
to feel that she has, “...a wardrobe filled with too many selves...” and 
she does not know which one to wear? (162).

8.  In the vignette titled “Phone Calls”, what is the “something” 
that has changed when Karen calls to wish her friend Ronit a happy 
birthday and she does not answer the call?  

9. While not all readers of this book have lived the same experience 
of moving from one country to another, many individuals share the 
universal need to find a place of one’s own. In what way can you 
relate to this desire to belong?
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